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company, the Liu Ho Kon. At Shanghai there are important ship-
building and engineering works.
The manufacture of pottery Is still extensively carried on at
Kingtehchen, in Kiangsi, with kaoEn derived from the decomposed
granitic rocks found in the neighbourhood; but the product seems
to have lost the high quality which it once possessed, and now con-
sists chiefly of rice bowls, which are exported to ail parts of the
country. Other industries in the lower Yangtze valley include flour-
milling, the manufacture of chemicals/ paper, and Indian ink, the
extraction of oE from beans and cotton seed? soap-making, the pre-
paration of tobacco* and a great number of pursuits of minor
importance.
The Yangtze is the great means of communication throughout
its basin, but Its value as suck varies greatly at different seasons
and at different places. During the summer months the river rises
rapidly as a result of the heavy monsoon rains. At Hankow this
rise averages between 40 and 50 feet, but in the gorges above
Ichang it may be anything between 60 and 100 feet. As a rule,
steam navigation is easy as far as Hankow, in summer for
ocean-going steamers, and in winter for river steamers of 1SG60 to
2,00G tons register. Between Hankow and Ichang steam freighters
ply throughout the year, though they are handicapped in winter
by low water. Above Ichang, the bulk of tlie traffic between it
and Chungking, the great port of Szechwan, was formerly carried
on in junks hauled along by gangs of Chinese; but* within
recent years, specially constructed boats* sometimes with cargo
floats in tow, have been able to sail between the two towns through-
out the year. Difficulties are encountered especially in winter
when the water is low, and efforts are apparently now being made
to remove some of the more dangerons obstructions. On the
other hand, junk traffic, which is easier during low water than ai
any other season of the year, has practically ceased. Of the tribu-
taries of the Yangtze* the Han can be navigated by small steamers
for a distance of SGCfntiles above Hankow, and part of the Kan-kiapg
can be similarly utilized during the summer months, but elsewhere
junks alone are possible.
A number of important trading centres have grown up upon the
banks of the Yangtze. Chungking is the port of Szechwan, and
more especially of the Ctengta plateau, while Ichang is the,